
CITY AND DISTRICT.
TH l.\i \-ill! It not IX DIALS.

A rn»i»«md Ttcform in tl>e Method off
Time-Keeping*

A X'lVCm vr TO C.KT RIT» OF TTIK TIMK-ll«»NOf»FT>
I ! T MENT "A M." AND "P M.". WHAT
f« "-.NTrsr-t >\V %IW»T"T IT.STEPS TAKEN TO j
SKfTRr A rMFOR* TIME SV TTEM THROEGHOrT
TPf WoKI 1> T»ir. VIKWS OF JEWKLKRS I l'i«N
T»" >'*n«:r-CM> nnxnE IN the pials.THE |
I !' ? '.I' l' : A\r,t\''i C!.(K K-t AND WAT' IC S I
< ' !' I !-!' WATCHES "^VTill TWEN'TT-WR
ii ; n dials. « (*.

I' !!ov. n_' clo^cnpon the ndopt'on of the new
'' u»rd time eonies the sui_'.rei»t;oii that the old

i of lis- 1.vision of tLe day int » two 12
(

horn |H.! tioil- Ik- d.>ne a * a\ w ith. and that, be- ;
frinn>n_r at ei'h*»r syi-et or snnris**. the Lours
L'* c-mated from one to twenty-four. Already
the «tu?t .em ia !roa N have adopted this n»'w
method ^ .1 it Is probiuie that it will soon come
Into n:.>-e irei sera! u-e. In order to ascertain
^h:st tin- opm :is «>t" the se enlists and jewelers \
a? to the te:J»tv and advantages of this i
change ir _rht in-, a number of them were in- j
tmii-viil by Thk Srvr.. and the resulta are

given Ik hev.
T IE OPINION OF PROF. \F.WCOXB.

Prof. Simon Newcoruti v.a-« found at Ills desk
In the Nant cil Almanac office, having ju.-t returnedtYoii! .i trip ea>t.

"1 tiink that it wonld be very convenient,"
he observed. hs the reporter finished speaking j
c?f the j<ropo*e 1 change, "especially when peo- |
pi" trawl. I'.ut the central introduction of such
« s\st. in dejends entirely upon the action ot
the p. ..pic I'his in\ !v< > a change in what we
all have _>een at -ustotned to. and it will, therefore.be slow in making its way into general
U^e."
W'm n reminded that on the southern roads

t'!:» ',% s\-t>'!ti ot reckoning ths hours had
a i'v t een introduced Prof. Xeweomb said:

"In ti it ca-e it will be comparatively easy to
m .kf tin- sy-toin a ireneral one. Tlio railroads
oo-hl to adopt it first. Sih" there is where it is
u:o>: i:»-.*ded. A great confusion in the time ,tables would !» avoided if the terms a. m. and
j.. in. co il.i be d »ne away with. Source of the !

1*0 I att toptrd to Met ti i- difficulty bv print-
liuaiitl ea m. times ia black t}peandtiie p.
in. m li^.ter type."
"The t ii" way. however." continued the profes>-r.sto substitute some thin-; that can be

generally adopted, arid the 24 system is a
natural and convenient one. You see there
v on Id i» » n«» aufolute necessity for chan^inn
the la es of the clocks. The change could be
made on tiie time tables, and the faces of the jc!<>cks could still tivide t"e day into portions of
3li urs. All that would be necessary is math-
en nlical ability enough to substnict 12. and I
gues.-. tiiat nearly evciv one can do that or* a
pinch."

Th»» professor smiled slightly and then cast a
lon^itiiT 1-Hik at the j ap« rs piletl upon the desk,
and st» the reniirter performed the inatheinaticalf».-at oi sutwractins^ hiiuself from bis presence.

rt OF. CLEVELAND ABBE'S VltWS.
' The necessit} f(>r this chanee," remarked

l'rofes-or Cleveland Abbe, pausing a moment
In his work, ''arises from the very aj>preci-
atle disadvantage attending the present divi- i
ion into twelve-hour sections. The first of

these di-ulvantaires is obviously the necessity
ofu.-in^ always ip speech the word forenoon or

afternoon. In oiYier to identify the portion ot
the d iv to whieh the hour mentioned is to be
referred. Tii**n in writing, to place after the
numb'-r of the hour the explanatory suffix, a.

fn or t>. ; i. A'-'de from the<'» circumstances is
he dirV: -ulty of d -tufc.u'«hin«ron a railroad time

table the afternoon ond the forenoon times.
The chan re ;s a irotjd one. and is a continuation
ot the po icy of introducing uniformity into all
iiiatt« i-ot international moment. In Italy t!ie
tventy-t' nr hour method prevnils. and has been
In n-e to -

a irr.-a* many years. Thev he^'in at
Mir- t ? '. ! r-ojjrt from t»ne i;p to twenty-fonr
b' urs. 1 i astronomical work this division ot
time is observed On the other hand, the t'hi- 1

Ii"--' d'v t » w! day into t '. eiv»'parts, 1
mHequal totwi lovsot eartiae." 1
'T \ ei -i tie ti; «»t"**.->r, "that the ^eon'i !! i id- iiave altea.ly adopted this

plan." T
"Is ti re an organized effort to pecure the

general a ioj' .on of mis new system?" asked the
reportor.

*1 don't tlonk that th*-re is ar.y rattlcu'ar
eff rt be.ri^ »i:u ie to brin^ about this one tiiii.^,"
M a® t!ii" reply. *Tr is simply one ot" several rt»-
forms v> i'ieh liave set on foot to secure un-
Ifor-a-'y i i ;me. The p'an is not a new one, i
but it aas thought Lest first to accomplish the
accej 'anceef a plan of uniform t me in this |
f.-unrry before ur_'in^ other details tending to jthis result. Tln» uniform time standard has now
ln-etiadopted universally throughout this country.and i! will be found. I think, of great convenienceto the people."

WASHINGTON THE EXCEPTION.
"You fi. rget. j»maps," sUir^ested the listener,
that in this city the new standard has not been

accepted."
"That is true." was the quiet response, "and

It was expected that there must be some le^al
recognition of the proposed chanire. At first
the trends of the new standard wanted to so to
C«nirTess at once, and secure the adoption of
the new time, and then try to introduce it into
Renid Wf, hoi ot^eetiom were made to this.
a- it * as f»*ared that a further d«*lay miirht arise.
The railroad-. whieh are, of course, largely inImiiIM,m nm ii a natter decided to adopt it,and the-.- could do so. without the consent of
Cuagnbi. ir i-^ eeeeesery that the aew time jshould receive the sanction of Coairress, and 1
Irvc I?" doubt hot that it will hedose." '1

*T>oes any s\-t'-m of uniform time [»rcvall in
» .'i itri»*-> ' a'-ki'd ti e rejKirter.

"S n* ri;" r, >'n." resjMnided the professor. "In
' «"* ' netl ol Mnattoni as well as in obser- jvat'ons ot eart! jiiak^ wavos in the ocean, tides
and ::i»'t« roll _ al phCMNBCM, have employed 1uniform time over liirire (lortions of the eaiUi

'
' Ml 1 .i ! vers have, for the fast two 1

centur e-, c-^-iod (Jrei'Tiwich mean time on their i

tojjew nd travels. Imrins the past 35 years, j!in (Jr« ut ;'.i Titia. the f;reenwioh time has been
wed. and is recognized by law as the time. In 1

Ifi-i-i » IN'.uikoVit l ;»,o is rnjiloved as the stand- '

ard time. In Switzerland and some portions of
t»eimany a uioi Tiii standard of time prevails." '

THE ERA OF I'NIFORMITT. } 1

*Thogeodetic convention now in wnioBta ('
Bhr,' moved the proftawi, "hcoopoaedof !
repre-entatives from all the governments of the
w or.d. The delegates ire oot only considering (

ijUestion> of uniform time, but of weights and
measures, and other matters relating to inter-
national intercourse. ConiTess has authorized 1

the caliiri? of a convention to be held in this
cit y in the spring, and to be composed of reprew*ntative-Ir.iTa von nation, for the purpose of <
considering the feasibility of the adoption of a
common time unit, to l>»- applicable throughout
the td Ik». The Secretary of state has sent out
Circulars with the view ot ascertaining w iiether I
the ildTep-nt aatloasvmu particij»ate in such i
stMfntioi, »d 1 thlah that it will beheld,
i ne ohjeit oi tin- adoption of a common unit of
tune is to tlx apea some ttae or meridian at 1
which one day shall end for this globe and anotherday tw-in. It has been susjiroted by {
ITaaldeat Hai lard, of GohuaMa eotleee, that iti e zero mendian be placed at ISO de^ieetj from
iireeowicli."
"To snow how the system of uniformityrea<*h<*s out towards rtection," continued the i

pro!e>»or, "it is urired that the earth be divided '
Into 24 time belts, .^oine also desire to make I
thedivi«i> r.s of time to corr» sjHind witii the
metrical *y&tem. which would divitie the day [Into 10hours a;.d the hour into 100 minutes and |
lb" m' it.into 1U0 seconds mid s<» adiu-t the
tai.rt; : i 'Ctiun ttiat 100.ODD ssccouda would be

efjuiva.Vnt to our Zl hours." 1

"Are a;l IK'S*' things goinc to lie done?"
ar>kt-d tlie rej o; t *r in some amazemeut.

a millennial tkosfkct.
Wo'l " said tne professor, his ey»r? znllillv

twiakim/ throu gh his j^ia-.es, "some people
think that ad .nis sounds too much like the jmilieu.uiu ;<»r this sinful world, but you see the t

bejrlnninir has t»een mad» and no doubt we will
continue to make nro-rress."
"Now, take fl.is q".e><tlon of cbanjjlngthe diYiidonof the day Into twenty-four I our9. which

you first asketl ab-^ut. I have already pointed
cut the advatiiaue of such a change. The chief
obstacle in tho way of its at cnee beini; received
Into general will, probably, he that It is
fron.ethino new, and that the people are not accustomedto it. That obetacl**. however, can be
overcome, and if the railroads use it in their
t-ine tabit s people will soon ^.et accustomed to

the necessary calculation!*. The change®f the clocks would involve expense, perhapsthe introduction «<1 a new w heel, and taut would
aome about uiore slowly."The repoiter. at this junc^iro, concluded that
ho had ubout use»l up tiio extra eiuht minutes
*hion tli professor, in common with every oneelse, had gained that aioruinjj, and tiu-reupouleit him to his studies.

Prof. Abbe has al vays taken an active inter
atto uiactMTO of tiinw iW.ttui and h« dividua

!w°r with Pr?f Pe'rce. of Harvard, of havingarst suggested the hour belt system.
jewelers opposed to the plan.

The Jewelers of this city do not generally look
with tuvor upon the proposition to do away with
the present twelve hour division of time and
adopt the twenty four hour system.

ii is l»ut idle talk," said Mr. Moore, the Avenuejeweler. while discussing the chancre of
tiii.«" with a .*5Tap. reporter last evening. "There

- no good to he derived from changing the di** ,,f the 'lav. The scheme is utterly useless
n.j»riiCt cnh;!e. arid would prove verv unsati-:ar-t<ry if adopted. Why, ju-t think what the

n fl'i.'e involves. There are not less than thirty
n:.!.:on» of watches with the twelve hour scale
marked upon their dials now worn in the United
ia.es. many of them being very valuable. Ihen

cl.»ehs; there s no end of clocks scattered all
Co£vtr>* A" these would have to be

i _ed. ney would have to have new dials
and an extra wheel and other additions to the
v orks to reduce the motion of the hands to onenu.ithe present rate they travel around the dial."
"W hat would be the coat of this shange?"

asaed the reporter.
7^ t;'a'1 Peven or el2,lt dollars for each

h-though the work on the clocks would
pruuab.v not cost quite as much. There, vou
i.ave an ltem; thirty million warches to be repa.red.at -.s each. Just think of all thewatche*
in the county g.,ing to the jewelers' shops at
" '

, w
°h. the change would be very aburdMore«)ver. the time could not bo reckoned

w itn any accuracy upon a smail dial; the watches
wou.d all have to be very large. or they would
oe inaccurate.

"W hy would this be?"
0

'T°r this reason: twenty-four figures around
a mad d.a! would almost run into each other
and it would he difficult to tell when the hand
was ju-t on tlie dot. With the hands going so
siow i tie least variance would mean a great Tieal
in time. Say the distance between the hours
IS about the thirty-second part of an inch, then
n\e, ten or fifteen minutes variauce could
scarcely be discovered."

THE ri.AV not a KEW one.
"The idea is not a new one," said Mr. Karr,

upon whom The Star next called. "No. it is
by no means a new idea; it was the method tried
in England a hundred years ago, and discarded
on account of its impracticability. Watches with
the twenty-four hours marked upon their dial
were very common at that period, but thev were
no. *«ai istactory. and the number was reduced to
twelve for the sake of convenience. That is the
""ft, ratlonai and convenient division of the
day. i

"Are any of those watchcs now in use?" asked
the reporter.

that Is they are in existence; thev rtiav
not be used. I ought to have one somewhere,
but i don't know exactly where to put mv hand
on it. However, here is one of the dials,"which
w ill do as well," he said, as he took from a
little box a large white porcelain watch face,
marked with the "twenty-four" hours, and
stamped-chronometer. Finer A Rowland. LonOIi'»11" said, was 75 or 100 years old,and had been superseded by the 12 hour dials.
He thought it very foolish, he said, to talk of
adopting the 24-hour scale: it was far less accurateand less convenient than the twelve.

a XEW KIND OF a CLOCK.
One twenty-four hour clock has been inventedwhich has a double dial consisting of two

concentric circles.one to mark the time in the
style in present use and tl»> other on the 24
hour plan. By n very simple calculation the
hour baud v\ ill only move half as last on the eld
clocks, and the dial on which the old style time
ib marked will have two sets of twelve numbers
so tnat when the hour hand points to 13 on the
new sty.e dial it will mark one on the old stvle
and so on until the 21 and second 12 come*togetherat the close of the round.

WASUIXGTOX A>DTIIE SCltROCXDI.\«tOlXTKl.

(letter Facilities Wanted Tor Getting
Out und lu.

To tho r liter of Trra Evening Stab:
Recognizing the fact that the only way to

»peak to the people at large is through the
press. I therefore take this method of calling
the attention of men of business, men of capb
Lai, a;I classes that have a.iy interest In the
present welfare and future prosperity of this,
the capital city of a grand country, to the fact
that there Is no city with one-tenth the populationor wealth that Washington has. and some
e\ en without the advantage of being the capital
of a county, but what has better facilities for"
getting in and out than Washington. The countryis rough, roads the poorest in America.in
dry weather dusty and In wet weather muddy.
About all of the people who can get away from
the city are really lorced to go to distant*parts,
aim tho*e who cannot iro so fur owiiiif to the
rial ure of their busiress have to remain or send
their families to places so distant, and where
living is high, and bo separated from themwhereas,if there was cheap and rapid trans'
portation to the various sections of the surroundingcountry they would take advantage of
such facilities to live in the country and be practicallyin the city at the same time. Personsof moderate income could secure
a home near the city where lands are
cheap; business men could locate their
families in the country during the summer and
be with them every nignt, returning to thecitv
in the mornings in time for business. If propertyowuers think that such an arrangement
would reduce the value of their property such
Is not the fact, as I have seen in many large
cities, where scores of accommodation trains
ftie ruu daily.on Sundays church trains to
accommodate just that class of people. And
the more such facilities are provided thegreater

tho»? c;ties prosper. Now 1 would make this
suggestion, build narrow-gauge railroads, rau.atingin all directions, extending as far into
the country as would seem wise; they can hardly
go too tar. Manage them economically, run them
in fact, lor the benefit of the people and the
city, and there is no doubt but the stockholder"
would reap a rich reward. A narrow gau<'eroad can be built much cheaper than the
standard gauge. making shorter curves, savin"
PApeuiiive cuts and filis. climbing steeper grades
than the standard gauze roads. I have served
i great many years on railroads and helped to
ievelop tacilities for the movement of city
people who wished to live in the country contiguous.and know the many advantages" in such
1.1angemencs. 1 throw out these suggestions
with the belief that if public spirited men should,
take hoid of the matter many advantages to all
classes and very fair dividends, would be realised1'ush the thing along, you newspaper
men. for your interests are in every way identicalwith all others. 3

There are many advantages I could mention
Imt space forbids, and will let others give their
m>wa- "Miles Greenwood."

Visible Speech Again*
3om-si>oi)Jeiice of Thk Evening Stah.

Leesbi ro, Va.. Not. 10, 1883.
The recent articles in The Star on "Visible

Speech" recalls some experiments made here In
» small way by a teacher who invented an alphai»etfor the occasion, to teach his pupils to
articulate clearly.
The principle of his alphabet was to have

.haraeters which would be rough pictures of
the position of the vocal oreans, so that a child
would p it his mouth, tongue, teeth, throat,
etc.. in the position pictured on the board and
let the sound come, and the word would be
pronounced.
For example the word "man" was written on

the board in these characters and the pupil
was told to put his lips, tongue, teeth, etc. in the
relative positions pictured end let the sound
come.no intimation was given what letters these
characters stood for, and in some cases the boys
readily pronounced the words indicated.as in
the word "man." The first character looked
like our B without the vertical line at the
back: tha pupil closed his lips.the next
character, like an A turned sideways
opening to the right, the pupil opened
uia mouflk.the last character was like
an N turned sideways, left side up, riqht
side dotm.looking like roof of mouth with tip
of tongue pressed against it, lips slightly apart
character open at the back indicating nasal
escai»e of air. The pupil put his vocal organs in
that position, and was surprised to find that he
had prouounced the word "man." with a slightly
affected drawl to the a. If any unprejudicedobserver will examine the capital letters of the
ureek alphabet he will be surprised at the likenessbetween certain letters and the position of
the organs of utterance in pronouncing them.notably si<piia, point of tongue close to
opening ot tae teeth, as in hissing; theta, pointof tongue the teeth, as in pronouncingthe words -the," "thin," and the close of the
w ord -tteth; omikron, the open mouth; omega,if turued s.deways, the wide open mouth,
ft hough this may be only two omikrons Joined
together, denoting long o.) I won't bore your
readers with any more, only beta (our B) representsclosed lips and back of mouth stopped, no
escape of air at all.a nearly perfect mute.
Our Roman letters also show like resemblances.ijf

INTERVIEWING GEN. BUTLER.

The TVawbinarton Headquarters of the
Governor of Massachusetts.

the experience of the star reporter in gettingat the views of the governor.he explainshis connection with tub civtl.
rights bill.bit declines to deliver himselfof a.st political utterances.

The stately granite residence of Gov. BenJ. F.
Butler, on New Jersey avenue, iooks down contemptuouslyupon a small squatty brick structureIn its rear. That mean^ooklng little buildingis the office 01 the noted politician and lawyer.A Star reporter, who was sent ia quest
of Gov. Butler, was directed to his office. The
tront door was open, but there was neither bell
nor knocker with which to herald one's approach.
Peering into the hall, a small tin sign, bearing
the word "Frivate," was observed upon thedoor
of the first room. A door turther down the hall
indicated another room, and it bore a cheap tin
sign with "Gen. Butler" painted upon it. At
this door the reporter ventured to knock, and a
sort of tremulous "come in" was uttered from
within. Entering. The Star man found himselfin a room nbout the ordinary office size,
din try and poorly furnished, like the office of a
western frontier lawyer struggling asrainst adversefortune. It was cold and cheerless. One
ot (ien. Butler's clerks sat writing at a table,
with an ovei^oat buttoned up to his ears, and
it was his voice, shaking with cold, that had
bade the reporter enter.

the governor arrives.
The reporter was invited to await Governor

Butler's return. About a quarter past ten a.
m. Governor Butler and his partner, Mr. Barrett,entered together, but the tormer went directinto his private room, without bestowing so
much as a nod upon any of the several gentlemenwho had assembled during his absence for
the express purpose of seeing him. A half hour
passed and yet not a sound came from the Inner
sanctuary. Nor did any of the visitors manifestimpatience; they seemed to know the man
and to understand that they must bide his time.
At last a bell summoned the office boy. "Call
Captain Grant." said thegovernor. as if ordering
tlie summons of a witness. Captain Grant had
his interview, followed In order by the others,
the office boy preceding each one to learn the
governor's pleasure, until The Star man's time
came. The reporter entered the private room
and discovered tiie governor scanning closely
the card lie had sent in.

DON'T CARE TO SAT ANYTHING.
Looking up, the general extended his hand

half mechanically, but said not a word. "Governor."began the scribe, "The Star has sent
me to obtain your views upon some questions
of public interest, as your opinions and suggestionsare always interesting to the American
people." Gen. Butler darted a sort of disdainful
look upon the would-be Interviewer, as if to
say: "Young man. you might catch some statesmenwith such taffy, but you are wasting your
sweetness now." lie didn't say this, however,but. instead, remarked, somewhat bluntly: "Four
gentlemen of the press have been to see me
already, but I believe there's nothing I care to
say at present, unless (after an instant's hesitation)it be to correct the report, extensively
published, that I was the author of the civil
rights bill."
"May I say that ?" inquired the reporter."I'll give you the means to say It authoritatively,"replied the governor, as he picked up a

volume of the Congressional Record. "You can
take it from the Record."

THE 8ANCTCM.
While the govecnorsought the page he wanted

the reporter took some observations of his
sanctum. It was more neat, more comfortable,
than the other room, but still very poor quarters
for a man worth millions. The middle portion
of the floor was covered with a faded and muchworncarpet, thread-bare in some places. The
governor's desk was plain, as were all Its surrountlings.Several portable stands of law books
stood near his desk, and an old-fashioned bookcase.well filled with legal volumes, occupied
one corner. A good fire burned in the grate,and the general, seated in the only comfortable
chair visible, was drawn up in front of it. Not
a picture of any description hung upon the
walls. They were as bare as the day the buildingwas completed.
THE GOVERNOR'S RECORD ON THE CIVIL RIGHTS

bill.

"Ah, here it is," said Gen. Butler. "I read
from the Conyrt ssional Record, volume 8, part 2,
second session 43d Congress, February 3d, 1875
(readiug): 'The House resumed consideration
of the civil rights bill.'"
He then read the proceedings of that day,

showing that he (Butler), by Instruction of the
judiciary committee, yielded for a motion tosubstitutethe provisions of the Senate civil rightsbill for the bill then pending in the House. It
being decided that the provisions of the Senate
bill could be substituted. Gen. Butler addressed
the House, saying ho did not rise to discuss the
principles of the bill. He continued:
"Of the justice of the principles of the bill I

can have no doubt. I cannot understand how
there can be a cla^s of American.citizens entitledto all the privileges and immunities of
American citizens who can be or ought to be
deprived of any privilege or immunity or rightthat appertains to any American citizens." He
scouted the idea that social equality was intendedor thought of, and said "social equalityis not effected or affected by law." In his remarksto the House Gen. Butler contended that
there was uo social association In meetingpeople at inns, in the cars and in theaters. He
said the question of social equality was draggedin to prejudice the bill, and added: "This whole
argument to prejudice 1 desire once lor all to
repudiate. I put this question upon a strict
basis of right. This question will clear itself.
make itself entirely right if it can be let alone
and taken out of the dominion of politics."

how the bill was passed.
"You see," said the general, closing the Record,"I carefully avoided any expression of

opinion as to the constitutionality of the bill.
Now, then, to explain all this you will understandthat the Senate bill was on the Speaker's
table, and, as the session was drawing to a close,
we would not have been able to reach it In the
regular course of business. By substituting the
Senate bill.the provisions of it.that "was
passed, it went back to the Senate, passed that
body, and so became a law. Well, then," continuedthe general, reverting again to the Recordwhere he had left off reading to make this
explanation, "the debate went on and we got
into a general scrimmage. 8ome man called me
a murderer," and at thiB the general laughed in
a peculiar chuckle that shook him all over, as if
he relished the wordy combat even at this distantday. "Yes. he said I murdered a man in
New Orleans. I replied that I hung one man
and I gloried In It, and that I made a mistake
in not hanging more," and this seemed to pleasehim more than the other, for he tucked down
his head and shook all over for the space of
half a minute.

BtTTLER AND TILDEN.
navlng cleared himself of the Imputation of

drafting an unconstitutional measure, the governorintimated that he was done with the reporter.But the latter was not satisfied to quit
without getting something about politics. The
governor could not be moved, however, from
his position. He would not be drawn into deliveringhimself of any opinion. At last the
reporter thought to provoke him into sayingsomething, and so he fired off, "And so, governor,It was Tilden and his Influence that defeatedyou?"

"I've never said so," was the reply, uttered
in a dogged manner. "I've never made that
charge. I neither make It nor deny it. No,sir; I have said I have no political views for the
press just now. Good morning."

The Wirked Clerks Must Go*
To tho Editor of The Eveionq Stas:

In connection with the recent recommendationsof the Commissioners in relation to the
evil effects of buying lottery tickets, allow me to
suggest that they go further and ask that all
government clerks be discharged who chew
tobacco or say bad word*. There are hundreds
of clerks In the departments who chew tobacco,
smoke and swear; there are hundreds who
never go to church or read the Bible. Now
every sensible person knows that no man who
chew a tobacco or rftoears can properly attend to
his work.
What a blessing it Is for the young men of

this community that they are watched over so
zealously by our dear good Commissioners; few
cities are so fortunate.

It is to be hoped that the heads of the differentdepartments will turn out all the bad,wicked, naughty people.
The wicked men must go. Morality.

We read In a western market report that "Coloradostock is thin this winter. If it means
mining stock, we believe every word of It withoutlooking up refereaoea..Nm York CommercialAdvertiser.
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GRAVETARD FANCIES.

Sights and Son itdm in a Cemetery.
a cheerful chat with a ghave-dioger.the
sepulchral and prophetic hooting of midnightbirds. 8tranob things sekn bt an
old veteran op the spade.scenes from
life dramas enacted i among the tombstones,eto.

' "m
*

"Did I ever see anything strange about a
graveyard? Well, 1, guess if you had seen as
niafly strange thing® as I have you'd not be askingme such questions." The speaker leaned
upon his spade and eyed The Star reporter curiously."Strange things? Well, I should think
so! I've been digging graves here nigh onto
twenty years, and I should think in that time
I'd had opportunity enough to see 'em. Strange
things! Strange in more ways than one. It's
all strange. Strange folks are burled here;
strange folks come to the funeral; strange folks
come to visit the graves afterwards; aDd
stranger still are the things that happen when
every one is gone away and the gates are shut
for the night.when long shadows stretch across
the gravel walks and the white stones stand out
airainsi the gray sky like so many dead people
getting out of their graves in their shrouds.
Then it's so awfully still. I've lived i» .hat little
house out there by the gate, as I said, niirh on
to twenty years, and I've never heard a sound
after dark except the screeching ot the owls.
Speaking about owls, it's a mighty wonder how
they like to stay about a giaveyard."
" Do they stay around much?" asked the reporter.
" Why, yea. It seems like the graveyard is

their natural element, especially when there's
lots of big trees and ivy-grown vaults. To hear
au owl ho*bt in the night here, as I do sometimes,when everything is still, Would make
your blood run cold. They don't keep It upright along through the night, so you can getused to it; but it will be quiet for a iong time.
so still that you gei almost afraid to breathe,and the falling ot the leaves startles you.thenall of a sudden you'll hear a long hoot-too-toot
and a dull rushing in the air, as a big owl sails
by and drops down upon a vault beneath the
hill. Then all is still again.as still as them
that's buried there."

"I can alwayB tell when there's going to be a
busy time here," he continued. " When the
owls are particularly plenty and keep up an
awful hooting during the night, I look for the
funerals next day. They always come. When
the owls hoot it means funerals."

"I don't like owls," the old man went on,scraping the red clay from his spade with the
toe- of his boot. "I dTm't like 'em; they don't
mean good. Dead people are good enough in
their way, I get used to them. But owls are a
kind of half-dead and half-allve bird, and if
't'warn't that I knew that they can't get at 'em,I'd believe they lived on dead people."

people who go to funerals.
"Don't you see any strange things besides

owls!" asked the reporter, seeing that the old
man had run off at a tangent, and was likely to
talk about owls all the evening.

"Yes, lots of'em. Strange people come here.
Some people Beem to have a kind of liking for
graveyards." he replied, looking at the reporter
as if lie thought he might be counted in that
class. Then, being convinced that lie had never
seen the scribe before, he went on: "Yes. there
are lots of people who I know have no friends
buried here, and 1 don't believe have any dead
ones In the family, comej here and go about
sighing and looking miserable over all the
graves that have big stones. Then they go out
as it they had had a treat. Then there are
other people who go to all the funerals. Theyalways go with the mourners, and cry and take
on as if they had lost a dear friend, and when
its all over they go away and wait for the next.
They are always on hand, and I get to know 'em
right well."

"Don't many people come here who do not
take any interest whatever in the place for its
associations?" asked the reporter. "Lovers, for
instance, who come here to And some secluded
place where they can talk without being interrupted?"
"Oh. yes; there are lots of lovers. I can alwaystell them when they come in. They walk

very slow and close up to each other, and as
sonn as they get into the grounds they make for
some secluded spot, as far irom the gate as possible.Then they try to look as if tney irot there
by accident. Oh, yes; there are 1-Is of'em. But
new couples are coming all the time. The old
ones get married and then they never come hack
again until they have to, as sometimes they do."

"It's awful sad then," he added, as lie bowed
his head and looked thoughtfully into the deephole he had just been digging. "Yes, it's awfullysad when one of these lovers dies; the
other takes ou so awfully."

a drama from life.
I remember when I first came here, nigh on to

twenty years ago, there was a young co uple
U3ed to come here regularly every Sunday afternoon.They were always so sweet and loving
to each other.bo romantic. They used to stroll
around the paths, talking very low and earnestly,and always seeming so happy in their
quiet way. They seemed as If one could not
l.ve without theothei. They wern't like the
others, who make love just for fun. I used to
watch them all the time, but they did not know
it. They never saw anything but each other at
these times. Yet there was something kind
o' sad about them that fascinated me, and I
took a deep interest in them almost without
knowing it."
As he went on. the old man's voice became

subdued and tremulous. "One Sunday I missed
them. The next ami the next, and they did not
appear. One day after that there was a funeral.
I could tell it was a young person. Then, when
the mourners got out and stood by the grave, I
saw my young lady among them. She wasn't
crying, but she was in deep mourning, and
looked awfully pale. Then I knew all. Theywent away, and I could hardly keep from cryingmyself as I shoveled the clay down on the coffin
of my young num. Well, the next Sunday she
came all wrapped in a black veil, andstaid by the
grave until it was almost dark. It was cloudy,and had commenced to sprinkle a little, but she
did not seem to notice it. So I went up to her
and told her It was time to shut the gates and 1

she would have to go. I can never forget the
way she looked as she left that grave. Some- *

times I 6ee that white face at night. No, she !
was not crying. She weut away and I never
saw her again, but that morning as I cleaned off
the new grave I picked up a bit ot paper with !
something written on it. It was poetry, and
she must have written it while sitting there. It 1

had been in the rain all night, but I dried it out 1

and folded it away in my wallet, where it has !
been ever since." Here the old man took from
his wallet a piece of folded paper, which he un- ]folded carefully, as if a sacred thing, and silentlyhanded it to the reporter. There, written !
in pencil in a delicate woman's hand, but bo dim
that It could scarcely be read, was this curious !
dirge:

Let not the moon to shine;
Darkness alone is mine, *

Here will I sit and twlue '
Y\ reaths lor his head. <

Let not the stars to peep,.<
See ye, the heavens weepl <Leave me alone to keep '

Watch with the dead.
Let ndt the flowers bloom:
They can not clcar the gloom
That hangeth o'er the tomb.

My love is dead.
Let there no music be,
Save the sad cypress tree,
Hinging a dirge to me.

A dirge for my dead.
Thou drinkest in the light
Of all my hopes, so bright,
Tot thou art black as ntght.

Thou uruel gravel
My love Is dead
And under his head

Lieth a pillow of damp cold clay.
O! death, thou art so cruel.

To take my love away.
O, cruel Death!
O, Jealous Deathl

To take my love away.
Let not the moon to shlno;
Darkness alone is mine,
Here will I sit and twine

Wreaths lor his head.
The old man became silent and the reporter

left him leaning on his shovel looking Into the
empty grave before him. *

i»».

Arrangements are being made to form a Joint
stock company to run theScottsville, Albemarle
county, agricultural fair annually. The last exhibitionwas a complete success.

Mr. W. W. Pigg killed a swan on his mill-pond
last week, which measured over seven feet from
tip to tip ot her wings. Her plumage was as
white as the driven snow, and she presented a
most graceful and beautiful appearauce as she
swam on the pond.
The authorities of the Norfolk and Western

railroad.the president and each of the directors
.have been summoned to appear in the U. S.
Circuit Court, at Norfolk, on the tirst Monday in
December, to answer in the suit against the companyto compel the transportation of dynamite
over Its Una

..
.

T1IE RICH JIEX OF JLHEBICA.

Bow Tart Fortunes Were 71ada.

MILI.TOKA.IRKS WHO HAVE ACCl"WTI.ATFD THEIR
*V>NET IN ALL PORTS OF ENTERPRISES.MEN
WHO HAVE STARTED I*OOR AND HAVE GROWN
TO BE WEALTHY.

The rich men of New Turk.the Vanderbilts.
t 6 Goulds, th© Asters.everybody knows
about. The New York Sun lias pot together an

Interesting collection of stories about the rich
men of other cities, men who have not such a
national reputation. There is no one in Philadelphia,according to the Sun, who is particularlynoted for his wealth. The average
Philadelphian would be puzzled to tell who are
the richest, citizens, but in 3d street, where the
brokers are accustomed to sizing up fortunes, the
wealthiest men are reported to be Mr. William
Weightman. Mr. Frank Drexel, and Mr. I. V.
»» uiiamson. These irentlemenare supposed to be
worth ten or twelve million each. It is curious
that not one of these men has a hobby of
any sort. All live comparatively quiet lives,
itiey are not fond of fast horses, of yachting or
of coaching. Their names are never mentioned
in public meetings and they are never heard of
in politics. Mr. Weightman lias made his money
out of quinine. The firm of Powers & Weightmanfor a long time practically had a monopoly
of this business. Old Mr. Weightman can be
seen in his shirt sleeves at almost an v time in his
chemical works, at 9th and Parrish streets. Mr.
Powers is dead. Mr. Weightman has grown up
in the business, and a visitor at the works would
not know him by hia dress from the foreman
ot a department. Hia fortune must be accumulatingrapidly. He may give awav money, but
if so he does it In secret. He makes no "donationsin public. His daughter is the wife of K.
J. C. Walker, of Williamsport, Pa., an ex-Congressman.Mr. I. V. Williamson 1b a different
sort of a man. He is a director of the Philadelphiaand Heading railroad. In early life he was
a dry goods merchant and invested* his money
in railway stock. He never purchased on margins.His plan was to buy stock outright when
there was a break in the market and hold it.
He has been very successful. Mr. Williamson Is
a very benevolent man. He gives a great deai
9* money to all sorts of charitable institutions.
Mr. Francis A. Drexel is at the head of the
banking house of Drexel «fc Co. He lives in a

2En<?.ioine house in Walnut street, above 15th.
His life is very quiet. He is passionately fond
oi music and Is never happier than when seated
at his organ and surrounded by a large collectionof musical works. He is a devout Catholic
and gives largely to charities, but always
through church channels.

A BENEVOLENT MAN AND A MISER.
The richest man4n the District of Columbia

is probably the venerable W. W. Corcoran.
His cieat start as a capitalist was made during
the Mexican war, when he bought government
bonds when they were far below par and held
them till they were redeemed at their face value.
Since this fortunate speculation he has spent
his business life in banking and in the care of his

KEmKn nndl 18 reP°rted to be worth
^o.ow.uuu. ut late years, however, the active
management of his affairs has been in the hands
of an agent, himself an aged and wealthy man,
while Mr. Corcoran has indulged his taste for
art and fondness for pnbllc charities.

It would be difficult to find two men more unlikein disposition and habits than Mr. Corcoran
and the man who is supposed to be his rival in
wealth, Joseph A. Willard. Mr. Willard alone
knows how much he is worth. The conjecturesof well-informed citizens vary bv millions.
Some truess he is not worth a miliion,- others
believe he is worth anywhere from five to ten
millions. "Joe" Willard is an odd character.
He lives all alone in a plain old-fashioned house
n 14th street, near F street, which Is always
kept closed. He has no friends and no haunts,
takes part in no public or business enterprises
which involve social relations, indulges in no
sports or social engagements, never goes
to church, has no family, except one 6on
who lives away from home; never speakswith his two brothers. Henry and Caleb, with
whom he quarreled long years ago, and. In
short, meets the world at as few points of contactas possible. His sole aim apparent!}', is to
accumulate money, and tu this he has been marvelouslysuccessful. He owns one half of WillardIshotel and a large quantity of real estate
In the District, and Is the largest holder ofgovernmentbonds in Washington. Few residents
ot Washington have ever seen this odd millionare,
tor one of his eccentricities is to rarely leave
his house in the daytime. After nightfall, however,it is his custom to sally forth and walk
ajout town to inspect his property, and Mrs.
Grundy observes that he always goes back into
his house by the basement door Mid then bolts
everything carefully up for the night. He attendsto his rents himself and as fast as he collectshis money goes to a bank or the Treasury
and buys government bonds.

GREAT FORTUNES IN BOSTON.
The names of rich men of Boston stand in

about this order: Fred. L. Ames, John M.
Forbes, Joseph B. Thomas, J. Montgomery
Sears, Benjamin P. Cheney, Augustus Hemenway.The list of plain millionaires contains some
one hundred and eight names, according to the
assessor's lists, a ratio ofjust one In one thousandof the number of persons assessed. Mr.
Ames is the only one whose name is familiar to
the public and he is known chiefly as the son of
Oakes Ames and the brother of the millionaire
lieutenant governor. The best estimate of Mr.
Ames' fortune makes It between $22,000,000
and $25,0(>0.000. He is assessed for $15,000,000.
He is a quiet, unassuming business man, about
fifty years old. The nucleus of his fortune, some
five or six millions, he obtained by inheritance,
and his chief aim has been the development of
his father's great enterprise, the Union Pacific
railroad.
Business men estimate John M. Forbes' wealth

at about $15,000,000. He is a man of whose personallife his business associates learn but little.He is an old-fashioned Boston merchant.
He made money first in the carrying trade, then
in the commission business, and' the bulk of his
fortune in western railroad enterprises. Mr.
Forbes' residence Is a fine old country seat at
Milton, whence he often drives In to Boston 1

office. His summer house is a most delightful
spot on the island ot Naushon, in Buzzard's bay.

J. Montgomery Sears is one of the youngest
of Boston millionaires. He is not yet 30, and
an attaining his majority he received his' millionsfrom the administrators of his father's estate.Not long ago he was made the victim of
i most surprising attempt at blackmail. This is
the first public allusion to the case that has been
made, and the detailed facts are almost beyond
"each. This much is known, that enormous demandsfor cash were made, and a plot to placeMr. Sears in a compromising position was laid
with great skill. The blackmailers spent some
thousands of dollars in preparing it and carried
>n a voluminous correspondence with their in-
tended victim and finally lost all they had
-isked and lied from the country. The chl»»f of
he conspiracy was driven mad by the failure of
nis great strike for riches and is now an inmate
jf an American insane asylum. One or two of
the leaders of the conspiracy were the most
iangorous of Parisian blackmailers, and part of
ihe plot was laid abroad and Mr. Sears' detectiveswere compelled to make one or two trips
to Paris before the conspiracy was fullv broken
ap.

RICH MEN OF THE WEST.
John D. Rockefeller 1b the richest man in

Cleveland and is worth in the neighborhood of
^15,000.000. Every dollar of this vast sum was
made, directly or indirectly, out of the Standard
Ml company. Mr. Rockefeller i3 forty years of
ige and comes of Scotch ancestry. When a
ir'oung man he was acom mission merchant. He
started a small distillery as an experiment, the
nucleus of the Standard oil company. He is
mperintendent of the second Baptist church, ,

ind his wife, a former school teacher, teaches
the infant class. J. H. Wade is the second
richest man in Cleveland. He is worth perhaps
85,000,000. He was originally a poor carpenter.
forty years ago he became an amateur photographerand portrait painter, and thirty-seven
pears ago betook the first daguerreotype ever
made west of New York City. Mr. Wade was
the originator of the Western Union Telegraph
Company. 1

Few persons familiar with the great estates of
Chicago will question the statement that the
aTgest is that of Cyrus H. McCormick, which is
ptimated by financiers at from $10,000,000 to
fel5.000.000. He made it In manufacturing reap- !
ng machines. Probably the second in rank is
Marshall Field, who is not over forty-eight years
>f age He is a native ot Conway, Mass., and at
in early day entered a dry goods store. When
Potter Palmer, during the war, decided to '

ibandon mercantile life Mr. Field had $35,000 or
1

so with which to purchase the chief interest in 1

he valuable plane. It soon became apparent '

hat he had financial abilities of the highest
>rder, and he now stands at the head of the ,
nerchant nrinces of Chicago. His wealth is estinatedat from $4,000,000 to $7,000,000. There
ire many shrewd business men who insist that
he second richest man in Chicago is Philip D. i
Armour. He has had some wonderful strokes
>f luck and has been known to hint thaThe had ,

(10.000,000 in cash with which to work corners <

t is quite well known that he has been caught
>n the losing side this year to the tune of miltons.But for this he would probably take the I

-If" > V *:

second Instead of the third rank. He has made
his money pork packing.Alexander Mitchell Tfc by all odds the richest
man In Milwaukee. He "is, in fact, the richest
man In the northwert. His wealth Is variouslyestimated, all the way from *90.000 000 to *50.000.000.He is certainly worth about fl5.000.000in solid property. Mr. Mitchell is a short Scotchman.with a round ruddy face, and is a goodliver and a n.an whose one great hobby is Vuslness.He cannot exactly be called self-made. a<
he was backed by a great corporation, which
furnished to him the means of embarking In the
banking business. Still, thirty years ago. when
Milwaukee was a struggling villas.he occupied
a little office, which for many years he swept
out and took care of himself. Half of h « wealth
was made in the banking business and the other
haif out of radroad*. He boasts that lie never
made a dollar by speculation.
Henry Miaw, of St. I.oms. an Englishman, is

worth sf7.5it0.000. He is a bachelor. The foundationof Irs fortune was laid in the fur trade,
but the bulk ot it was acquired by fortunate
laud investments. I'avid Sinton. who is worth,
perhaps. *5.UUO.OOO, is the richest man in Cincinnati.He made his monev in the manufacture of
iron. John Hill, of St. Paul, presideut of the
St. Faul. Minneapolis and Manitoba r«»ad. Is
worth probably fy.000.000. Three conservative
men. two of them presidents ot larire banks,
gave estimates of Mr. Hill's wealth, which average$y.500.0U0. In answer to the question,"Who are the richest men in St. Paul?" alfbut
one put Mr. Hill tirst. Dennis Ryan came second.with no definite figures. One banker said:
"All we know is that he shows Immense nu.neyat times. He Is a mystery." Commodore Kittson.(owner of Johnston, 2:10,) came third, with
about £3,000,0l>0.

RICH men OF the south.
There are a number of rich men in the southernstates. Tho richest man In Baltimore is the

venerable but vigorous founder ol the HaitimoreSan, Arunah S. Abell. It is difficult to
say how much he is worth; not less than a dozen
millions certainly, aud the amount of his fortuneis variously estimated at any figure up to
t20.000.<KK).Tlte second largest purse in Baltimore
is probably carried by Ross Winans. the sou of
the famous Thomas Winans. who made a matter
of 520.000.0v0 in building railroads for the Czar
of Kussia. and left as much to his children, Ro*s
and Celeste, when he died some ten years a^o.
This fortune has not been allowed to grow less.
Mr. Winans has recently built himself a castle
in St. I'aul street.
James B. Pace Is the richest man 1n Richmond.

His fortune is estimated at ?1,2<*>.000. and all of
it has been made since the war out of tobacco.
His absorbing interests are the Methodist
religion and politics. Charles E. Whit lock is
ranked as the second richest man. His wealth
Is estimated at $750,000. He made his moneyby saving his earnings while a clerk for ten years,
and then cautiously embarking in the lumber
business.

Mr. William B. Smith Is generally conceded to
be the wealthiest citizen of Charleston. He Is
rated at between one and two millions,
although he Is down on the municipal tax books
at only 8275.000. This, however, does not
include his bank stocks and other non-taxable
property. Mr. Smith has three daughters, all
married. He owus a wharf or two and carries
on the business of a cotton factor.
By popular opinion, as well as by the record

ol the assessment rolls, Col. Ed Richardson,
president of the World's Industrial and Cotton
Centennial Exposition, Is declared to be the
richest man in New Orleans. A large part of his
wealth is In plantations In Mississippi, but he
owns much real estate, and the firm of Richardson& May, cotton factors, of which he is senior
momber. pays taxes on a capital of $3,000,000,
CoJ. Richardson is a native of North Carolina,
and was born in 1818. He became a clerk in u
dry goods store In Danville. Ya., in 1832.

The American Boy*
From the Chicago Journal.
"What shall be done with the boys? Is one ol

the most important questions that now confrontsthe American parent. The American
father is censured by every census report for
not raising more children, and Invidious comparisonsare made between his own and the
family of the foreign-born citizen across the
street, while for his own part he is at his wits'
end to know what he shall do with the two or
three rollicking young fellows already on his
hands. If he is wealthy, and would be glad to
see the boys co through college and adopt some
one of the ''learned professions" f< r a Livelihood,the youngsters are either opposed to It
themselves on general principles, or those polite
callings are all so full already that th -re is not
room even In the upper stories, where Daniel
Webster is quoted as saying there ar<? always
plentv ot vacancies.

If he thinks or teaching them trades he Is
met with still greater opposition. He can find
plenty of colleges and universities in the land
which will gladly undertake the pleasing task
of graduating his boys for a reasonable considerationIn ready cash, but If he wishes to apprenticethem to some useful employment he
llnds opposition where he least expected it. His
plan Is objected to, first, by the family, w ho do
not wish to have them engage in a service that
Is classed as manual labor, and. while the bova
do not care to become lawyers, doctors, or ministers,they would like something light and respectable.thelast term meaning the kind of
employment that Involves a good living, the
wearing of good clothes, and the admission
Into good society on an equal footing with the
best of oeople. But the American parent finds
upon investigation that all these pursuits are
quite as full as the "learned professions." and
unless he can get situations for his boys through
favoritism, or by reason of his own social position,he Is thrown back upon the trades, or the
young gentlemen grow up in idleness and are
wasting the formative and most important
period of their existence.
And if he settles down upon a trade that requirestwo or three years of apprenticeship

l*?lore the learner 1b proflcleut In it and has
mastered all its details, the boy is destitute of
the reouired tenacity of purpose requisite to
accomplish the work, or perhaps the tradesunionwill interpose its objection. ancPf:s oppositionoften settles the matter. Men who understandonly one kind of business aud expect to
do their life work iu It have a natural repugnanceto seeing It overdone, and are naturally
jealous of all sorts of competition in it. aud to
keep others from learning It is one of the ways
in which they butter their own bread. The
consequence Is that two results follow, namely,
first, that there is a large number of American
fathers who are still puzzled with the couundrum,"what is to be done with our boys? ' aud
secondly, the American manufacturer Is compelledto go to Europe for skilled workmen.
A gentleman who is engaged in silk manufacturein this country writes to a New York

paper in explanation of the employment of so
many foreign artisans in the silk business, and
says that it is one of the necessities of the situation.He finds our young men and women objectingto spending two or three years in becomingexpert in the business. Of course every
one with common sense sees that we are making
a great mistake In not preparing ourselves to
fill the ranks of skilled labor In every departmentwhere It is needed from ttoe ranks of our
own people, rather than to be obliged to depend
on our too willing neighbors across the sea
And herein is auother strong argument for the
tariff protection of our home industries, because
by such a policv the list of employments Is
largely Increased, the opportunities for young
men are greatly multiplied, and the problemIn a measure solved."What shall be done
with our boys?"

Copper Hoofing.
The decline in the price of copper is likely to

lead to the increased use of that metal In building.At present the material for a copper roof
costs, at the outset, only about twice as much
as tin, and as the latter must be repaired and
painted about once In three years, and in 15 or
20 years must be renewed altogether, the copper,which never need» painting, and Is practicallyindestructible, is much the cheaper materialin the end. There are at Boston many copperroofs, put on about forty years ago, which
show no signs of deterioration; and the
metal Is still much employed In that city for
cornices, gutters and rafn water pipes, as well
as for covering bay windows, and in many other
ways. In place of tralvanlzed Iron, which is much
Inferior in beauty and durability and not very
much cheaper. The copper has the additional
advautage of needing no paint, so that the delicatelines of artistic work are in no danger of
being filled up, and the metal Increases rather
than diminishes In hpauty, by the slow fonnir
Lion of a bluish green patma over It. For flashings,as well as other portions of rooi work,
;opper Is much superior to zinc or tin, ana with
the aid of a certain amount of lead the most difficultproblems in roofing can be successfully
Mid permanently solved.
A Mavual Labor School..An effort Is befnjrmade to start a manual labor school In »tuiti*

nore In connection with the public scIhk>1 sysem'

It will be open to boys iu the grammarichools. Intellectual and manual tiaining will
je united. The Instruction will Include drawing,
irithmetic for mechanics, geometry and English
imposition. The manual training w ill be couinedthe first year to working in wood.

Pay your taxes or get into the army Is the
aw in Madagascar.

"3
A SUCCEKHrVL CXPtNinr^T.

The First Electric right With rndar*
fT*iu4 Wirct a Dur.lini Kiiw««a.

From th<> Phflad-lrhis Piw*. Kovav-'k* 14.
After fighting the most formidable obstacle*

for ten mouth*. the Philadelphia s,.«t mal e'«oj
trie under.ground company 1 c >e le 1 last uuht
In establishloxthe ciaim Itmade when thepr'positionto convey underground electric ligtit*
telephone -in*! telegraph wire* was flr*t :na if*
to city coun iis. W. 11. Jolmidone, president
of the company, promised to Lave a sample
electric light on Chestnut street, with the u;nt
underjr^u , | t'ir^, I iv-* v'fe t :i<* street *11
open© i f.»r lay u the co;i Work w asbeLrunon Saturday nlsht. an.j at 9 o'clock last| night there were three lamps m - uive*«ful

j eration; one «t Wh and rt.-^tnut -!re,-t« ,ne
on Cne-tnut 8Ti**t. alxtve vnti. n-1 «»u«- at thej souihwe-t corn'Tof 10th **id C...-stout streets,

j The light Is periectly wh-te. hums st>-ad lyj without the <i;-pli'i.>n "of« p. *nd for trie! practical purpose of iiirht ng 1
. «trv i- i* <1:pevior to the overhead li^ht* as the\ ire to the

gas lamps. The problem of pre\ t«g indue{tion appears to have l*»en solved. and the late
o! tlie network of wire* in the ,;i uetermned
The light furnished for the init al experiment

la t night i« -uj ; !:*»d by the I nderground
trie liuht and power company, a corporation
that simply uses the conduits as a vehicle forj carrying its wire*. It u*es tlie svsteni of the
Excelsior company, of \ea Y. rk i f.e Undergroundcompany » .11 continue to lay its conduitsuntil stopped |»y the tYosts. It is confldentlyexpected. however. 111 :*t be'ore hivyin*
berl th" area Inclosed by < hestnut. Mai Wet.1 rotit and l.tth str»*ets will luw the **ir»*sunderground. In front of every bu.MIng there
v ill a 'hand-hole" in the c..ndji,i. so thaith-» wire can i»« drawn out. c. uph>d and thelighting apparatus made complete Inside of an
hour.

..... - +>* . » .

A ItcMcr Tj |»e.
From the Craftsman Nov 17.

It is refreshing, now and then, to hear of acta
of kindness on the p.irt ot employers, w hich,
though rare, prove that some men d> not d.*.-rn
it necessary to acquire wealth by altogether
shutting their heart against the kindly feelinf
which the right thinking man should have for
his neighbors. There are employers.|<erhaps
many of them. although It is not apparent.
who consider their workmen in one senna
partners in their business, and never neglectby kindly acts and friendly sympathy to
show that they take a s'neere Interest intheir welfare. They show thi- not alone bykindness and good treatment, but i:i that nio*t
suhstautial manner, through the 1. "bum of hard
cash. KememberCbilds. th- prosperous owner
of the Philadelphia 7/rf^r, who promptly declinedto take advantage of untoward circumstanceswhich compelled the printers of Philadelphiato reduce their scale troin 4"» to 40 cents
per thousand. Mr. Child* remarked, when the
reduction was brought to h's attention, ttiat he
considered his printers entitled to all that was
being paid to them, and instructed his foreman
to estimate and mak<- out the bills at 4"» cents a
thousand. And that isstil. the price paid on the
Lt'ljor. Such an employer surely deserves his
prosperity.
The proprietors of the Evenixo Srut. of this

, city, also have a record they may well U> proudoi. as regards their treatment of old wild fa thtul
employes. No saiancd man in their employ haa

. ever been docked for a day s lime lost by sickness,although In one case at least such ilinest
extended over a year, and we know of our ownt knowledge that at one time, fornhonft mx consecutivemonths, not b-ss than .?.ss a week was
paid out every Satirday to fa 'hiul men who
were slow ly neari.ig the grave atier years of
faithful S4»rvice. We honor the proprietors of

, This Star for the spirit Wlitdl |«romptasadl aotion,and are ^lad of tue opportunity to i^ublish
' it to tiie world.
1 It is a notable fact, by the way that the full

est measure of pixuperwy gencr 1 l\ rewards th®
enterprise of such empiojers, whii»a large proportionof the skinflints, who w iuid crind
their workmen down to paujMT waL'«'s, hoouat
or lat«-r are overtaken by what they may call
"hard luck," but which iiioie p'uperiy u.ay bn
termed "retribut.»»n."

The Athaiross.
The friendship ot strange and apparently incongruousanimals ih well illustrated hy tne albatross,which is of a most voracious dispoIsitlon and tyrannical nature. He is one c>f th«

largest and most formidable birds ot \frica and|l America. hen its wings ar«' strei* iied th«»jsometimes measure twelve feet from tip to tipiHe lives upon llsii and smaller ai4:.at;c fowl.
They have the strongest and most unit count*ablefnendsh p. hwwt ver. for the society of j .-nguins.They always choose the same | .'aces for
breeding, which is some distant and uninhabited
island, where the ground slants to the sea. as
the penguin can neither cbmb nor fly. In the
Falkland Islands, w hich are in the South Atlantic.which the birds had undisputed p »seasijn of for mauy years, these birds are seen livingtogether in the gn atest harmony. Their
nests cover acres oi ground, and are 'laid out
w ith the regularity of a plantation. In the middleon high the albatross raised Us nest on
sticks and long grass about two feet above the
surface; round this the pongulns make theirlower settlements or rather holes iu the ground,generally eight penguins to one albatross.
Though most Oirds perch on limbs when theysleep, or crawl into holes In the ground like the

w ren, w hich is found in the hole of the prairiedogof the plains, the albatross is said to sleep,in the air. At night when pressed by slumber,
they rise into the clouds as high as they can,then, putting their head under one wing,they beat tfie air with the other, apparentlylike the girl of the soug on the living trapezefloating through the air with the greatest of
ease." Soon, however, the w eight of their bodyonly half supported brings them down, and they
are seen descending with a pretty, rapid motion
to the surface of the sea. They then put forth
fresh efforts to rise again, anil alternately ascendand descend at ease. Not unfre«.|uentiy
w hile in this sleeping state they fall ou tdiipboard.and are easily captured!
During the late war. wheniienera! John Marunnluke,of the confederacy, was transferred

from the army of Virginia to the arm\ at Tennessee,some of the soldiers oftho latter army
were talking about the new geueial and wonderingwhat sort of a looking man he was. Only
one of the group had seen him. and his descriptionwas that he was a great tall fellow with
white hair,"4'Why, he'g an a'.batross," he said.He meant albino. The story got out and some
ot his officers used to annoy lorn considerablyby calling him tlio "Albatross General." The
general had very white hair, ruddy complexion,
was six feet three, and only weighed 119
pound?.

^

About Crowing Old."
From the Brooklyn ftwl*.
Our esteemed contempory the Sun takes exceptionto the idea that a man is necessarily old

at the age of 70; and the except iou Is well
taken. Three seoreand ten is merelv a ripemanhood for one who unites a cheerful spiritwith vigor of body and mind. There are manyseptuagenarians better entitled to be called
young than some men of 45 or 50. Old age,
properly so called, does not supervene In any
case where ail the faculties have been preservedby judicious exercise and a careful observanceof the laws of health. Until the vital
powers begin to d«-cay, until the spirits lose
their exuberance, until" the step falters and interestIn surrounding things shows signs of
failiug, a man cannot with propriety be called
old. The lamented Peter Cooper at 80 would
have scorned the aspersion. David Dudley
Field in his 79th year retains the vigor and
freshness of middle life. Charles O'Conor at
atiout the same ay;e defied the efforts of half®
dozen doctors to kill him. and the veteran
Samuel J. Tilden still preserves the playful dispositioneven if lie does riot possess the physioal
elasticity or the lamb. No, old age is not ao
much a matter of years ss of temperament and
feeling.of mental and bodily condition.

Yen, Good for Koiaelhiuf.
From the Ptufad- ChIL
"Are advertising circular* addressed to housei

any good?" asks one of our readers. Yee; circularsare very good.for the Job printer. They
show his taste and skill, and add both to hia
reputatton and revenue. But for advertising
purposes circulars are of little if any value.
They are the cheapest method of advertising.
so cheap, In fact, that those w ho receive circularstreat them accordingly. No matter if on
the mailed envelopes are "Immediate," "Perso-*
nal," "Important," "Don't Throw This Awav,"
"To The Lady of The House," "Special Dls|«tch,'
"By Telegraph," etc., etc.. thocircular within to
readily suspicloned by .the recipient. He tossea
the unopened envelojie out of his mail, or if ho
opens it he barely glances at the circular as he
throws It Into the wa«*e-ba*ket.
But after all advertising circulars are some

good to others than the Joh printers; tliey may
please the children who pick them up and paste
them away in scrap-books, which in a few days
go into the dark onsets w ith forgotten dolls
and toys. Therefore, i:i this philanthropic
point of view we answer our Inquirers that advertisingcirculars are of some g«»od.they make
money for the printer and often amuse the
children.If they happen to rescue theia from
the servant's quarters.
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